St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church

THE SENTINEL

The Parable of the Eccentric Employer: A Meditation

Matthew 20: 1-16

The parable
is a story about
equal pay for
unequal work.
Jesus, of course,
is not talking
about a “Just
Wage” but
¥ about the
generosity and
goodness of
God. “The rewards of the Kingdom of
God,” he is saying, “are not measured on
merit but by need.” God treats sinners —
that is, all of us — as the overly generous
employer in the parable treats the
unemployed workers.

The parable, therefore, goes to the
heart of a very human attitude that is in
conflict with God’s generous nature; the
attitude that everything is on merit. You
get what you deserve, no more, no less.
While this attitude certainly applies to
certain areas of life, as far as Jesus is
concerned, it most certainly does not
apply to our relationships with God or
people. Furthermore, there are
absolutely no exceptions allowed.

Warden's Report:

Fall is in the

It would appear that in the
Kingdom of God, when it comes to
evaluating what a person should
receive, merit does not apply.
Everything is a gift. Generous giving
and no counting the cost. At the heart
of the gospel message is the idea that at
the heart of life there is gift — not
something earned - not something we
build for ourselves - but something
given. The free gift of life, creation and
the free gift of God in his son, Jesus.

The consequences of this outlook
are far-reaching: if my life is a gift then
I must welcome it with joy and
gratitude. If everything is gift, then the
universal rule is giving. Earning counts
for nothing. My relationships with
God and with others are about giving
and not about measuring love, affection

and forgiveness in terms of merit.

Father David +

the leaks and moisture

FALL 2014
KEY DATES
Sat, 4 Oct: Vestry Retreat

Sat, 1 Nov: Dunn Cotton Festival

Sun, 2 Nov: Daylight Savings
Time Ends

Sat, 8 Nov: Annual Food Fair

Sun, 16 Nov: Christmas Box

Collection

Sat, 22 Nov: Annual Diocesan

Convention

Fri, 5 Dec (T): Parish Christmas
Dinner Party

Sun, 14 Dec: Cookie and Christ-
mas Card Exchange

Wed, 17 Dec: Deadline for Winter
2014 Sentinel input

ait! The
change of

seasons 1s
upon us. St. Stephen’s
continues to work within
our community that’s
expressed in our Mission
Statement - “To Know
Christ and to Make Him
Known”, while change
and new challenges come

into view.

Summer outreach efforts
supported the Salvation

Army and Episcopal
Farm Workers Ministry
(EFwM) with financial
assistance. A clothing
drive to support EFwM
was also conducted in July

and August.

We’ve recently celebrated
Saint Stephen’s 109th
Anniversary and held our
annual Parish Picnic in
the park! Both events

were well executed.

Work continues on our

grounds and in addressing

issues expected in an
aging building such as
ours. Your vestry contin-
ues to set their sights
upon our Five Year Plan
goals; which in recent
years have yielded new
flooring in the church,
new windows in the
church hall, and major
physical upgrades at the
church office. We are
currently considering
options for new signage
in our back yard on
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ECW News

Now that fall is right around
the corner the ladies of the
church are preparing for the
annual Food Fair on
November 8th. The freezer is
ready for food and there is a
sheet beside it to list the items
available for sale. The ladies are
again selling raffle tickets for
this fair. The raffle prizes are a
king size hand quilted quilt and
an 11 carat Lemon Citrine
pendant that is set in silver.
The tickets for the quilt and
pendant are also in the kitchen.
Please be sure to sign out the
ticket numbers you pick up!

Daughters of the King

Did you know that you have a
religious order in your midst at
St. Stephen’s? Or, being ob-
servant, have you wondered,
“Why do so many women all
wear the same beautiful crossr”

The "Mitiam Chaptet" meets
on the first Monday of each
month at 5:00 p.m. We pro-
ceed our meeting with a "Quiet
Prayer Time" at 4:30 p.m. on
the same day. This is open to
everyone!

The ECW will participate in
the Dunn Cotton Festival on
November 1st. Look for a sign
up sheet to help run our booth
at this event. This is a great
way to get out the word about
St. Stephen’s and the Food
Fair. Raffle tickets will be
available for sale at our booth.
Contact any of the ECW

members with questions.

The Operation Christmas
Child collection Sunday will be
on November 16th. Pamphlets
on how to pack a shoebox are
in the kitchen . These boxes

travel all over the world to

This summer, we sadly said
goodbye to Daughter, Kitty
Heinzman, when she and hus-
band, David, moved to their
new home in Wilmington, NC.
So our chapter now has eleven
members.

Two Daughters, Kathy Tuttle
and Oralee Adams conducted
several 'Crocheting Work-
shops' this past summer. These
were open to all the members
and were well attended.

Warden'’s Report (continned)

Denim Drive. Please provide
your vestry contact input on
what this should look like, as
this expression of public image
will be lasting.

Changes are also coming about
in church leadership as Tony
Adams takes over as interim
Senior Warden to fulfill the
remaining 4 month’s of Donnie
Pope’s term. Most of you know
that Jim Hawley has already

taken on the duties of Parish
Treasurer to fill the shoes of
David Heinzman who per-
formed these magnificently
for many years. Both Tony
and Jim are well suited for
their new roles, but their bur-
dens will be heavy. Be sure to
express your appreciation and
thank them for their service
and sacrifice.

Frank Trainer, Jr. Warden

spread the Good Word to
many children during
Christmas time. Please contact
Heather Honeycutt with
questions at 919-920-2426.

Back by popular demand, the
cookie exchange will be on
December 14th this year. This
will be a delightful way to

enjoy some yummy treats and

e

get in the festive mood as the

Christmas season will be is full
swing. Looking forward to

tasting everyone’s best cookies!

Heather Honeyentt , Vestry Liaison

Finally, anyone who would like
to learn about joining our order
of the DOK is invited to come
to one of our meetings or con-
tact: Oralee Adams, Ginnie
Boudreau, Greta Crayton, Pam
Gibbons, Diane Lanier, Linda
McKenzie, Barbara Nicholl,
Mary Speer, Margaret Taylor,
Kathy Tuttle, or myself.

Clea Gallian

Vestry Members Needed:

At our Annual Parish meeting
in January, elections will be
held to fill the three seats that
will be vacated by Tony Ad-
ams, Donnie Pope, and Frank
Trainer. If you are interested
in offering up your name for
candidacy as a vestry member,
for a 3-year term, please notify
Tony or Frank.




A little Biblical humor to start the day....

Q. What kind of man was Boaz before he married Ruth?
A. Ruthless.

Q. What do they call pastors in Germany?
A. German Shepherds.

Q. Who was the greatest financier in the Bible?
A. Noah He was floating his stock while everyone else was in liquidation.

Q. Who was the greatest female financier in the Bible?
A. Pharaoh's daughter. She went down to the bank of the Nile and drew out a little prophet.

Q. What kind of motor vehicles are in the Bible?

A. Jehovah drove Adam and Eve out of the Gardenina F u r. Qavid's T r i u mvpstheard throughout the land. And
probably Honda, because the apostles were allinone Ac c o.r d

Q. Who was the greatest comedian in the Bible?
A. Samson. He brought the house down.




Q. What excuse did Adam give to his children as to why he no longer lived in Eden?
A. Your mother ate us out of house and home.

&

Q. Which servant of God was the most flagrant lawbreaker in the Bible?
A. Moses. He broke all 10 commandments at once.

Q. Which area of Palestine was especially wealthy?
A. The area around Jordan. The banks were always overflowing.

Q. Who is the greatest babysitter mentioned in the Bible?
A. David He rocked Goliath to a very deep sleep.

Q. Which Bible character had no parents?
A. Joshua, son of Nun.

Q. Why didn't they play cards on the Ark?

A. Because Noah was standing on the deck.
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Birthdays and Anniversaries for Summer 2014

b O @ Birthday Wishes to:

‘ll. 2 Oct - Frank Speer

@ 3 Oct - Lucy Adair
5 Oct - Elizabeth Snyder
9 Oct - Faye Brown

9 Oct - Tom Taylor

10 Oct - Johnny Honeycutt

13 Oct - Jega Dapuyen

17 Oct - Albert Strickland

17 Oct - Ashley Melton

21 Oct - Jim Healy

22 Oct - Sheila Latta

23 Oct - Camilla Turner

25 Oct - Michael Fychok

27 Oct - Lucy Todd

31 Oct - Andy Carrano

31 Oct - Lloyd Maynard

31 Oct - Margaret Tally

3 Nov - Jonathan Elliott

4 Nov - Elaine Trainer

Financial Updates

Financial Report:

At their July meeting, the
vestry received a very good re-
port on the financial condition
of the church. Thank you to
those who have honored you
pledges throughout this year and
for those who have made gener-
ous unpledged offerings. Please
continue your support of the
church throughout the rest of
the year.

Jim Hawley, Treasurer

5 Nov - Jeanne Healy

5 Nov - Heather Honeycutt
5 Nov - Nina Maynard

7 Nov - Sandra Joseph

11 Nov - Robert McKenzie
14 Nov - John Todd

15 Nov - Paul Wells

16 Nov - Kyle Pope

17 Nov - Martha Malloy

25 Nov - Emma Santoro-Adkison
29 Nov - Peter Strickland
30 Nov - Daniel Falcon

3 Dec - Bert Strickland

14 Dec - Kathy Pope

17 Dec - Kathy Tuttle

22 Dec - James Jackson

24 Dec - Michael Wells

25 Dec - Amber Strickland
29 Dec - Carol Stephens

Stewardship News:
I hope you are excited to see

summer give way to fall. St. Ste-
phen’s Episcopal Church is here
for you through all seasons. The
Church never takes a vacation,
even though its members some-
times do. We’re always working
for the Kingdom of God, and
we are always glad to have our
members back who have been
away, even if only for a short

Anniversary Blessings to:
1 Oct - Jerry & Sheila Latta
4 Oct - Johnny & Heather &g
Honeycutt

1 Nov - Frank & Mary Speer

23 Nov - Michael & Sarah Wells

25 Nov - Peter & Cindy Strickland

27 Nov - David McGuinness

30 Nov - Ray & Jean Benson

11 Dec - Jim & Jane Hawley

17 Dec - Andy and Chris Carrano

20 Dec - John & Pamela Tuohey

21 Dec - Mark & Pam Gibbons

28 Dec - Helmsley & Karen Dapuyen
28 Dec - Matthew & Lautie Russell

28 Dec - Dale & Martha Wilson

time. I trust that whether at
home or away you will remem-
ber the church and its ongoing
work - through use of your
generous time, treasute, prayers
and service.

If you are interested in learn-
ing more about how you can
make a long-term contribution
to St. Stephen’s, please let a ves-
try member know!

Frank Trainer, Stewardship Chair

Editor’s Corner: Moral Decline in a Modern Society

+ _ Those who know me well, know that I am
" deeply concerned about the direction our
nation is headed on many issues. I'll forego
comment on national security and politics to ensure
I don’t write something to jeopardize my security
clearance :). But, I would be remiss if I didn’t men-
tion the growing moral decline of our nation.

Moral decline is not new, not is it uniquely a U.S.
problem. However, it is my opinion that it is an
issue we must address as followers of Christ. Teddy

Roosevelt once said that, “T'o educate a man in

mind and not in morals is to educate a2 menace to

2

society.

public arena, where then is morality to be taught?
French historian Alexis de Tocqueville noted, “The
Americans combine the notions of Christianity and
of liberty so intimately in their minds, that it is im-
possible to make them conceive the one without

With fewer people attending church; and
religion no longer permitted in schools and in the

the other.” Do you think he’d draw the same con-

with good company.

clusion if he observed our nation today?

The Bible contains extensive historical narra-
tives and provides many examples of moral
decline throughout the ages. Today, human
minds have so conformed to the “modern
spirit” as portrayed in the media (ie. TV,
news, music, cinema, and the internet) that, in
the words of author J.I. Packer, “ they spawn
great thoughts of man and leave room for only
small thoughts of God.”

What can we possibly do to overcome this
cancerous moral decay? I sure don’t have the
answers. But, I think there is one verse in
God’s Word (the Bible) that we could consider
as we go about our daily routines... Do not be
deceived: “Bad company ruins good morals.”

1 Corinthians 15:33 New Revised Standard Version (NRS1/)
Hopefully, we at St. Stephen’s are all running

AJLA

“O GOD, OUR TIMES ARE
IN YOUR HAND: LOOK
WITH FAVOR, WE PRAY
ON THESE YOUR
SERVANTS AS THEY

BEGIN ANOTHER YEAR.”

WHY Do WE NEED TO TEACH
STEWARDSHIP? ALL OF THE
REASONS FALL INTO ONE OF
FIVE CATEGORIES. THESE ARE:

1. IT IS WHAT GOD CALLS US TO
DO.

2. IT IS WHAT BUILT OUR
BEAUTIFUL CHURCH.

3. IT INCREASES PARISHIONERS’
GENEROSITY TO THE NEEDS
OF THE COMMUNITY.

4, IT INCREASES PARTICIPATION
AND VITALITY IN PARISH
MINISTRIES.

5. IT ENRICHES OUR PRAYER
LIVES, OUR FAITH, AND OUR
SPIRITUALITY.

NOTE INSERT:

ENCLOSED IS A BIT OF
HoLYy HUMOR TO HELP
LIGHTEN YOUR SPIRITS.

AS ALWAYS, LET ME KNOW
WHAT RESOURCES YOU MAY
WANT TO SEE IN FUTURE
NEWSLETTERS.

ARTICLES ARE WELCOME
FROM ANY PARISHIONER.
SEE SUBMISSION DEADLINE
ON PAGE ONE.



St. Stephen's remains the
County.

Al t hough the church stil]l
who founded St. Stephen's,
the diverse population of a

We are awichbeunpgari sh on the
the future.

.
LOCATE US ON THE WEB AT.

WWW.STSTEPHENSERWIN.ORG

ST. STEPHEN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

201 Denim Drive
Erwin, North Carolina
28339

AFFIX ADDRESS LABEL HERE

OUR MISSION STATEMENT.

“TO KNOW CHRIST AND MAKE HIM KNOWN”

t hreshol


http://www.ststephenserwin.org/

